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E.  Living	  happily	  ever	  aEer	  vs.	  
cherishing	  the	  moment.	  	  
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1 CORINTHIANS 7 
1Now	  about	  the	  ques.ons	  you	  asked	  in	  

your	  le6er.	  Yes,	  it	  is	  good	  to	  live	  a	  
celibate	  life.	  2But	  because	  there	  is	  so	  
much	  sexual	  immorality,	  each	  man	  
should	  have	  his	  own	  wife,	  and	  each	  

woman	  should	  have	  her	  own	  husband.	  



1 CORINTHIANS 7 
3The	  husband	  should	  not	  deprive	  his	  
wife	  of	  sexual	  in.macy,	  which	  is	  her	  

right	  as	  a	  married	  woman,	  nor	  
should	  the	  wife	  deprive	  her	  

husband.	  4The	  wife	  gives	  authority	  
over	  her	  body	  to	  her	  husband,	  	  



1 CORINTHIANS 7 
and	  the	  husband	  also	  gives	  

authority	  over	  his	  body	  to	  his	  wife.	  
5So	  do	  not	  deprive	  each	  other	  of	  

sexual	  rela.ons.	  	  



2.  Marriage is God’s antidote 
to immorality. 



Marital Myth 1:  
sex	  isn't	  as	  important	  in	  a	  ChrisHan	  

marriage	  	  



Marital Myth 2:  
good	  ChrisHan	  marriages	  shouldn’t	  

have	  exciHng	  sex.	  



C. S. Lewis  
"ChrisHanity	  has	  glorified	  marriage	  
more	  than	  any	  other	  religion:	  and	  
nearly	  all	  the	  greatest	  love	  poetry	  in	  
the	  world	  has	  been	  produced	  by	  

ChrisHans.	  If	  anyone	  says	  that	  sex,	  in	  
itself,	  is	  bad,	  ChrisHanity	  contradicts	  

him	  at	  once..."	  	  



Marital Myth 3:  
Spicy	  Marriages	  can	  just	  “happen	  

naturally.”	  	  



3. Do not be naïve:  Satan uses 
sexual desire against you.  



1 Corinthians 7 
5So	  do	  not	  deprive	  each	  other	  of	  

sexual	  rela.ons.	  The	  only	  excep.on	  
to	  this	  rule	  would	  be	  the	  agreement	  
of	  both	  husband	  and	  wife	  to	  refrain	  
from	  sexual	  in.macy	  for	  a	  limited	  
.me,	  so	  they	  can	  give	  themselves	  



1 Corinthians 7 
more	  completely	  to	  prayer.	  
AIerward	  they	  should	  come	  

together	  again	  so	  that	  Satan	  won't	  
be	  able	  to	  tempt	  them	  because	  of	  

their	  lack	  of	  self-‐control.	  	  



John 8:44  
When	  (Satan)	  lies,	  he	  speaks	  his	  

na.ve	  language,	  for	  he	  is	  a	  liar	  and	  
the	  father	  of	  lies.	  	  



Satan’s Plan of  Attack 
1)	  Lure	  you	  from	  God’s	  Path.	  

2)	  Train	  you	  for	  Divorce.	  
3)	  Rob	  you	  of	  Hope.	  

	  



4.  Singleness is a fantastic gift 
– but it’s not for everybody.  



1 Corinthians 7 
6This	  is	  only	  my	  sugges.on.	  It's	  not	  
meant	  to	  be	  an	  absolute	  rule.	  7I	  
wish	  everyone	  could	  get	  along	  

without	  marrying,	  just	  as	  I	  do.	  But	  
we	  are	  not	  all	  the	  same.	  God	  gives	  
some	  the	  giI	  of	  marriage,	  and	  to	  



1 Corinthians 7 
Others	  he	  gives	  the	  giI	  of	  single-‐

ness.8Now	  I	  say	  to	  those	  who	  aren't	  
married	  and	  to	  widows-‐-‐it's	  be6er	  
to	  stay	  unmarried,	  just	  as	  I	  am.	  9But	  
if	  they	  can't	  control	  themselves,	  
they	  should	  go	  ahead	  and	  marry.	  	  



1 Corinthians 7 
It's	  be6er	  to	  marry	  than	  to	  burn	  

with	  lust.	  	  



Helpful Resources:  
Website:	  	  www.joebeam.com	  

	  	  
Book:	  	  A	  Celebra.on	  of	  Sex	  by	  

Douglas	  E.	  Rosenau	  	  


